Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 110 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.133; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.7.
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antimicrobial, antifungal, antioxidant, cytotoxic and anticancer activities (Dimmock et al., 1999) . Many chalcones have been assessed for their high antimalarial activity, which is probably a result of Michael addition of nucleophilic species to the double bond of the enone (Troeberg et al., 2000; Ram et al., 2000) . Chalcones are also finding applications as organic non-linear optical (NLO) materials due to their good SHG conversion efficiencies . Owing to the importance of these flavanoid analogs, the title chalcone (I), C 15 H 10 Cl 2 O has been synthesized and its crystal structure is reported here.
The title compound is a chalcone with 3-chlorophenyl and 4-chlorophenyl rings bonded at the opposite ends of a propenone group which is the biologically active region. The dihedral angle between mean planes of these two chloro-substituted benzene rings is 46.7 (7)° compared to 46.0 (1)° in the bis-(4-chlorophenyl) analog (Wang et al., 2005) and 32.4 (1)° in the (2-chlorophenyl, 4-chlorophenyl) analog (Fun et al., 2008b) . The angles between the mean plane of the prop-2-ene-1-one group and the mean planes of the 3-chlorophenyl and 4-chlorophenyl rings are 24.1 (2)° and 29.63°, respectively. While no classical hydrogen bonds are present, weak intermolecular C-H···π-ring interactions are observed which contribute to the stability of crystal packing (Table 1) .
Experimental 50% KOH was added to a mixture of 3-chloroacetophenone (0.01 mol) and p-chlorobenzaldehyde (0.01 mol) in 25 ml of ethanol. The mixture was stirred for an hour at room temperature and the precipitate was collected by filtration and purified by recrystallization from ethanol: yield 70% . Single crystals (m.p. 406-408 K) were grown from ethyl acetate by the slow evaporation method. Anal. found: C, 64.96; H, 3.61%; calc. for C 15 H 10 Cl 2 O: C 65.01; H, 3.64%.
Refinement
All of the H atoms were placed in their calculated positions and then refined using the riding model with C-H = 0.95 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.17-1.24U eq (C). 0.0188 (7) 0.0308 (9) 0.0191 (7) 0.0014 (6) 0.0024 (6) 0.0028 (6) C1 0.0191 (9) 0.0144 (9) 0.0156 (10) 0.0038 (7) 0.0033 (7) 0.0041 (7) C2 0.0154 (9) 0.0139 (9) 0.0177 (10) 0.0025 (7) 0.0025 (7) 0.0045 (7) C3 0.0193 (10) 0.0154 (9) 0.0154 (9) 0.0045 (7) 0.0053 (7) 0.0035 (7) (8) C6 0.0169 (9) 0.0189 (10) 0.0201 (10) 0.0038 (8) 0.0066 (7) 0.0067 (8) C7 0.0205 (10) 0.0182 (10) 0.0160 (10) 0.0031 (8) 0.0048 (7) 0.0055 (8) C8 0.0193 (10) 0.0214 (10) 0.0167 (10) 0.0041 (8) 0.0049 (7) 0.0029 (8) C9 0.0181 (9) 0.0142 (9) 0.0194 (10) 0.0007 (7) 0.0053 (7) 0.0047 (8) C10 0.0182 (10) 0.0132 (9) 0.0168 (10) −0.0016 (7) 0.0038 (7) 0.0031 (7) C11 0.0183 (10) 0.0147 (10) 0.0183 (10) −0.0002 (7) 0.0010 (7) 0.0026 (7) C12 0.0230 (10) 0.0213 (10) 0.0148 (9) 0.0004 (8) 0.0007 (7) 0.0015 (8) C13 0.0216 (10) 0.0174 (10) 0.0167 (10) −0.0002 (8) 0.0067 (8) 0.0006 (7) C14 0.0169 (9) 0.0150 (10) 0.0211 (10) 0.0006 (7) 0.0033 (7) 0.0036 (8) C15 0.0194 (10) 0.0162 (10) 0.0142 (9) −0.0004 (8) 0.0014 (7) 0.0034 (7) Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
